TARBRAX CHURCH – October 1913 to October 2011.

The school was used as a mission at Tarbrax from 1885, followed by the Public Hall in the 1890’s.  From 1908 the new Works Institute was used for religious services by the Rev. Hugh Young, minister of the United Free Church at South Cobbinshaw, and by the Rev. Richmond Scott, minister of the Established Church of Scotland at Auchengray.  In 1913 a new established Church of Scotland was opened at Tarbrax, with the Rev. Richmond Scott serving as minister both here and at Auchengray until 1920.  Tom Bryson of Pumpherston Oil Works provided the bell and the Directors gave half the cost of the organ.  The Church had accommodation for 204, and the pews were presented by the minister and Kirk Session of Langholm Parish Church.
On 28th February 1930 the Midlothian Advertiser reported that the W.W.1. Memorial Stone which was erected in Tarbrax Institute had been removed to Tarbrax Church.  The Church also contains the “Scrap of Paper” from Cobbinshaw Church.
In 1928 Rev. Hugh Young retired from Cobbinshaw, but was prevailed upon to serve at Tarbrax . There is mention of a Mr. S. White as missionary here in 1933.   After this we had Mr. Miller, whose son, Stewart, had an illustrious career in the Church, including service at St. Giles in Edinburgh.  Later ministers were Mr. W. Gourdie (whose stipend was £250 per year), Mr. James Watson and Mr. Claydon.  After the Manse at Tarbrax was sold we were served by the ministers of Carnwath, notably Rev. Beverley Gauld from 1978.  During the time of missionaries in Tarbrax Manse, weddings etc. were carried out by the Carnwath ministers, Rev. Henry Willox (1939 to 1971),Rev.William Middleton (1971 to 1978).
Sunday School at Tarbrax was taken by Rev. Richmond Scott from 1913 to 1920.  More recently I remember Sunday School Teachers Christine Orr, myself, Mary Wang and Campbell Fisher, who created Kompleat Kaios and lovingly refurbished the fabric of our Church.
The last service is on Sunday 23rd October 2011 at 11.30am.

( Grace & John Kenneway).
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